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1. The Organiser 

The Speak Up – Act Out Drama Competition 2023/24 is organised by the Native-speaking 

English Teacher (NET) Section, Curriculum Development Institute (CDI), Education Bureau. 

2. Aims 

Drama provides students with powerful learning opportunities and contributes to whole-

person development. 

 

The aims of the Speak Up – Act Out Drama Competition are to empower students to use 

drama both inside and outside the English language classroom to: 

 explore situations, characters, ideas and feelings; 

 express themselves freely, confidently and creatively in English, using both physical 

and vocal expression; 

 develop their collaboration skills, communication skills, and creativity; and 

 develop positive values and attitudes, e.g. perseverance, respect for others, 

commitment, care for others, and empathy. 

 

3. Description of the Competition 

Speak Up – Act Out is open to secondary schools in Hong Kong adopting the CDC English 

Language Education Key Learning Area Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 – Secondary 6). 

Students work in teams of four to six to create and perform an English drama based on a 

given stimulus. There are two categories in the competition.  

● The Speak Up – Act Out Devised Drama category, in which teams are given 

approximately 10 school days to devise a drama performance of 4 – 5 minutes using 

improvised drama techniques. There will be around 12 teams at each session. The 

stimulus will be a line of dialogue and will be emailed to participating schools 

approximately 10 school days before each session. 

● The Speak Up – Act Out Improvised Drama category, which will be held on a 

Saturday. Teams prepare an improvised drama of 4 – 5 minutes in the morning and 

perform it in the afternoon. There will only be one session and places will be limited 

to 12 teams. The stimulus will be an image and will be given on the morning of the 

competition.  

 

4. Schedule of Events and Submission Deadlines   

Event  Date or Deadline Document(s) and Remarks 

Invitation to join the NET 

Section Competitions Briefing 

Session: Speak Up – Act Out 

Drama Competition (online) 

September 2023 

 

Email/fax from the NET Section  

NET Section Competitions 

Briefing Session: Speak Up – 

Act Out Drama Competition 

briefing session (online)  

24 October 2023 (Tue)  

3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

EDB Training Calendar System 

online application 

Course ID: CSD020240279 
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Speak Up – Act Out Drama 

professional development 

workshops  

 

AA: NET Section, Room 1120, 

11/F, Tsuen Wan Multi-storey 

Carpark Building, 174-208 

Castle Peak Road, Tsuen Wan, 

New Territories 

 

AB: Stewards Pooi Tun 

Secondary School, 162 Ax Hill 

Road, Diamond Hill, Kowloon 

 

AA: 8 November 2023 

9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 

OR 

 

AB: 16 November 2023 

9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 

EDB Training Calendar System 

online application  

Course ID: CSD020240284 

Compulsory for teachers new to 

the SU-AO staged drama 

competition 

Dates and venues to be confirmed 

Deadline for submission of 

online entry form for Speak Up – 

Act Out Drama Competition  

30 November 2023 (Thu) 

5:00 p.m. 

Online entry form (Google Form) 

Announcement of competition 

dates and venues 

On or before 15 December Email from the NET Section 

Period of submission for the 

online team name list (including 

the parent permission forms) 

1 - 20 March 2024 Online team name list (Google 

Form) to be sent to participating 

schools by 1 March  

Permission for Use of Images 

forms to be signed by parents, 

scanned, and uploaded to the 

online form by contact teachers 

The team name list will be used 

on the day of the competition. 

Student no. 1 will be the team 

leader. 

The team name list will also be 

used to issue the certificates. 

Please make sure that the names 

are spelled correctly and in the 

correct format.   

Stimulus for the Devised Drama 

category emailed to contact 

teachers  

Approximately 10 school 

days before each 

competition session   

Email from the NET Section 

Speak Up – Act Out Drama 

Competition: Improvised Drama 

Category  

Pooi To Middle School, 2 

Inverness Road, Kowloon City, 

Kowloon 

20 April 2024 

9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Stimulus given in the morning 

https://tcs.edb.gov.hk/tcs/admin/courses/previewCourse/forPortal.htm?courseId=CSD020240284&lang=en
https://forms.gle/7jG2feqbc5EH9UuJ6
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Speak Up – Act Out Drama 

Competition: Devised Drama 

Category  

12 – 30 April 2024 

 

Dates and venues of each session 

to be confirmed 

Collection of certificates at the 

NET Section office in Tsuen 

Wan 

June 2024 Speak Up – Act Out certificates 

of award and certificates of 

participation 

 

5. Conditions for Entry  

5.1. The competition entry form must be submitted on or before the entry deadline.  

5.2. Schools interested in participating in the competition are strongly encouraged to send at 

least one teacher to the NET Section Competitions Briefing Session: Speak Up - Act Out 

Drama Competition (see details above).  

5.3. A Speak Up – Act Out Drama professional development workshop (6 hours) will be 

offered to teachers supporting students for the competition. The workshop focuses on 

using improvised drama techniques to devise a staged drama performance. Schools and 

teachers that have not participated in the SU-AO staged drama competition must attend 

the workshop. Teachers with experience in teaching improvised drama may apply for 

exemption to Ms Hannah STANDRING on 3549 8353 or by email at 

hannahstandring@edb.gov.hk .  

5.4. Teams must consist of four to six students, who are solely responsible for devising and 

performing a drama for the competition. The students may come from the same or 

different year levels.  

5.5. For the Improvised Drama Category, schools may enter only one team. If the 

competition is oversubscribed, entries will be accepted on a first come, first served 

basis. 

5.6. For the Devised Drama Category, schools may enter up to two teams, one of which is to 

be designated Team 1 and the other Team 2. If the competition is oversubscribed, entries 

will be accepted on a first come, first served basis, and priority will be given to the 

Team 1 teams over the Team 2 teams.  

5.7. Schools may enter both categories of the competition, but must enter a different team 

(i.e. with different students) in each category. 

5.8. The online team name list (including the parent permission forms) must be submitted by 

the deadline (see details above). Student No. 1 on the list will be the Team Leader on the 

day of the competition. Team Leaders will be asked to announce the title of the drama 

before the performance begins. To facilitate the printing of certificates, the names of the 

students must be accurate in the online team name list. Teachers are solely responsible 

for the accuracy of the students’ names.  

5.9. If a student is ill on the day of the competition, teams can choose to perform with the 

remaining students in the team or to find a replacement student as a stand-in. The full 

name of the replacement student must be provided at the registration table on the day of 

the competition. 

5.10. Certificates will be available for collection at the NET Section office in Tsuen Wan 

mailto:hannahstandringrichardcowler@edb.gov.hk
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within two months of the competition. 

6. Regulations  

6.1 The drama performance must be based on the given stimulus. 

6.2 No written scripts or notecards are allowed during the performance.   

6.3 All students and teachers in a team must stay for the entire event, and no exceptions 

will be made. Teams that arrive late to the venue or after a break may be penalised. 

6.4 Upon arrival, students in each team will receive a label with a number based on their 

number on the team name list. The team leader should be No. 1. Students must wear 

their number so that it is visible to the judges during the performance.   

6.5 All team members must perform in the drama and be involved equally, or almost 

equally, in the performance.  

6.6 If teachers would like to invite guests or other students to the competition, they must 

contact the NET Section in advance to check whether there are seats available at the 

venue.  

6.7 All team members must wear sports shoes, solid black T-shirts, and dark 

comfortable pants suitable for drama. Long hair should be tied back so that the 

judges can see the performers’ faces clearly.  

6.8 In order to encourage good dramatic development, use of a narrator is strongly 

discouraged.  

6.9 The time allowed for performances is 4 – 5 minutes. A warning bell will be rung 

once at 4 minutes and a final bell twice at 5 minutes. On the final bell, the student 

speaking may finish their sentence but then the performance must stop and the team 

must return to their seats.  

6.10 The focus is on improvised drama, so lighting effects, music, costumes, props, stage 

sets and make-up are not permitted. Two chairs will be provided for the performance. 

Standing on the chairs is not permitted. 

6.11 Teams must behave like a good theatre audience. They must be attentive and 

respectful, and mobile phones must be switched off. After one warning, teams may 

be penalised.  

6.12 In the Improvised Drama category, each team will be assigned to a rehearsal room in 

the morning and will receive a stimulus for the drama. During the morning 

preparation period, each contact teacher will be assigned to supervise a team from 

another school. Teachers will not be permitted to assist their own students. After 

receiving the stimulus in the morning, the day will be organised as follows: 

● Contact teachers will supervise teams from other schools without providing 

input. Teams will work together to develop their drama based on the stimulus 

using improvised drama techniques in the allotted time so that they are ready for 

the performance.  

● Access to the Internet is not permitted and students will be asked to hand in all 
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mobile phones, tablets or computers until the end of the performance. A 

dictionary will be provided to each team. 

● A one-hour lunch break will be scheduled after the preparation period in the 

morning. All teams and their teachers are strongly advised to bring a packed 

lunch. No catering service will be provided. After lunch, all teams are expected 

to be seated in the auditorium on time. 

● The competition will take place in the afternoon and will be followed by a prize 

presentation. 

6.13 In the Devised Drama category, the stimulus for the dramas will be sent to the 

contact teachers by email approximately 10 school days before each competition 

session. After receiving the stimulus, contact teachers should play a supervisory role 

and provide the following support: 

● Encourage students to devise their drama “through play” based on the stimulus 

using improvised drama techniques.  

● Take photos or short video clips while students are developing their characters 

and improvising their lines to help them remember their individual parts and the 

overall sequence of events. 

● After each rehearsal, encourage students to discuss how the drama could be 

more interesting, more entertaining, more engaging, etc.  

● After devising the drama, students may want to create a storyboard. No scripts or 

cue cards are permitted on the day of the competition. 

6.14 In both categories of the competition, the decision of the judging panel is considered 

final and no correspondence will be entered into regarding adjudication. 

7. Adjudication 

The judging panels will include representatives from the EDB, drama instructors, and English 

teachers with a background in drama.  

Student performances will be assessed on the criteria below: 

A.  Content and Creativity creative response to stimulus  

characterisation and use of dialogue 

plot structure and development  

B.  Use of English intelligibility (pronunciation) 

fluency (stress and intonation) 

range of language use  

C.  Drama technique physical expression of character and scenario 

teamwork and interaction 

use of space  

D.  Vocal delivery and expression vocal projection 

use of voice to express character and scenario 
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8. Awards and Certificates  

Awards will be given for each session of the competition. 

 

All participants who are not awarded a prize will receive a certificate of participation. 

 

9.  Submission of Entry Form with Principal Acknowledgement Form 

The online entry form is available here. 

 

 

The Principal Acknowledgement Form is available for download in the online entry form.   

Please submit the entry form by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday 30 November. 

 

10. Enquiries 

For enquiries about the Speak Up – Act Out Drama workshops or the Speak Up – Act Out 

Improvised Drama Category, please contact:  

Hannah STANDRING at 3549 8353 or by email at hannahstandring@edb.gov.hk  

OR Alice LEUNG at 3549 8315 or by email at aliceleung@edb.gov.hk  

 

For enquiries about the Speak Up – Act Out application procedures or the Speak Up – Act 

Out Devised Drama Category, please contact:  

Stephen COOLEY at 3549 8361 or by email at cooley@edb.gov.hk  

OR Alice LEUNG at 3549 8315 or by email at aliceleung@edb.gov.hk 

Prizes Awards and Certificates 

First Prize  Trophy + certificates + book coupons 

Second Prize 

Third Prize 

Merit (x2) Certificates + book coupons 

 Speak Up – Act Out Star Award for 

most outstanding actors (x3) 

Audience Prize 

https://forms.gle/7jG2feqbc5EH9UuJ6
mailto:hannahstandring@edb.gov.hk
mailto:aliceleung@edb.gov.hk
mailto:cooley@edb.gov.hk
mailto:aliceleung@edb.gov.hk

